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CURRENT LITERATURE. 

BOOK REVIEWS. 
How to know the ferns.' 

The author of " How to know the wild flowers" (then Mrs. William Starr 
Dana) has already proved a charming guide to many lovers of nature. To 
introduce the same large class, in the same way, to such attractive plant 
forms as the ferns should bring to the author renewed expressions of gratitude. 
She writes of "ferns as a hobby," "when and where to find ferns," " fertiliza- 
tion, development, and fructification of ferns," and then begins her " fern 
descriptions." Fifty-seven species are selected for description and illustra- 
tions. The descriptions are not technical, and the general accounts of haunts 
and habits, and the literary allusions are just what one would expect from 
the author. 

The artists should receive more than a passing commendation of their 
work, for not only is it truthful, but the graceful forms have lent themselves 
to most artistic treatment. 

It is a pleasure to meet a book, designed for popular use, so well written 
and illustrated. If " How to know the ferns " does not induce many who are 
not botanists to take " ferns as a hobby " we are mistaken in our judgment. — 
J. M. C. 

Lowson's text-book of botany.* 

This book has certain limitations which must have interfered with the 
author's freedom. It is especially adapted " for the London University, 
Intermediate Science, and Preliminary Scientific Examinations." Taking 
merely the statement of facts, the author is clear and modern, presenting 
many things refreshingly in advance of the text-books, and current only in 
the university lectures of men who are at work. 

Just where the author's responsibility ends and the demands of the formi- 
dable structure for which the book is adapted begin is not easy to tell, but we 

'Parsons, Frances Theodora. — How to know the ferns; a guide to the 
names, haunts, and habits of our common ferns. Illustrated by Marion Satterlee and 
Alice Josephine Smith. 8vo. pp. xiv+215. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 
1899. 

2 Lowson, J. M. — A text-book on botany. The University tutorial series. 8vo. 
pp. viii-f-394. London : W. B. Clive. New York : Hinds & Noble (Cooper Institute). 
No date of publication ; date of preface October 1898. 
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imagine that the line of division is crossed when one encounters the over- 
whelming verbiage of ancient morphology and taxonomy, so dear to 
English texts. 

From the standpoint of logical presentation the book is a curiosity. The 
first part is general, discussing "external morphology, physiology, and 
general histology" in a way that compels the author to say, "it is not 
expected that the student will be able to master the contents of the opening 
chapters at the first reading." The second part deals with "the angiosperm" 
in rather a detailed way, and, of course, it is in connection with this topic 
that the glossary style of presentation appears. The third part deals with 
" vascular cryptogams and flowering plants." Thus, after the angiosperms 
are presented the ferns are taken up, then the equisetums, club mosses, and 
gymnosperms. Only at this point can the real homologies of angiosperm 
structure be indicated. The fourth and last part deals with "the lower 
cryptogams," and one advances from liverworts to mosses, and then backs 
down to algae and fungi. This curious zigzag course does not have the 
excuse that the more recondite homologies are not being considered, for they 
are. The actual material in the book could be arranged into an orderly 
presentation of the evolution of the plant kingdom. 

The book is an excellent compendium of facts for reference or topical 
reading, and probably indicates that the examinations provided for demand 
facts rather than principles. The illustrations are not of the first order, 
either in the original drawing, or in the reproduction. There is no longer 
any need for crude and harsh figures, even in elementary texts. — J. M. C. 

The Schwendener Festschrift. 

In honor of the seventieth birthday of Professor Dr. Simon Schwendener,. 
of the University of Berlin, twenty-four of his pupils have prepared a 
Festschrift by publishing together a series of papers under the title Botanische 
Untersuchimgen.* A fine photogravure of Schwendener forms a frontis- 
piece of the volume. 

Had Schwendener done nothing but inspire so energetic a group of 
investigators as are represented in these pages he would have done a great 
work for the advancement of knowledge. But the recent publication of his 
own collected papers has shown the great source of the inspiration which 
these pupils received, namely his own vigorous research. Surely three such 
volumes as these will at once fittingly commemorate and exemplify the life 
work of a great teacher. 

It is impossible to discuss in detail the contributions which make up this 

3 Botanische Untersuchungen, S. Schwendener ram 10. Februar, 1899, darge- 
bracht. 8vo. pp. viii-f-470. figs. 43. pi. 14, and portrait, Berlin : Gebriider Born- 
traeger. 1899. M 25. 



